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Dec. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

mounting border and boundary patrols. The
KFOR forces operate under NATO command
and control and rules of engagement.

Since my report to the Congress of June 16,
free and fair municipal elections have been held
in Kosovo, electing municipal assemblies in 27
Albanian-majority municipalities. In addition, on
October 5, former FRY President Slobodon
Milosevic stepped down from the presidency in
the midst of popular outcry after he was de-
feated in the September FRY presidential elec-
tions. Despite the progress of democracy in
Kosovo and the FRY, ethnic tensions persist.
The United States is actively engaged with our
allies in Kosovo and leaders in the region to
stop ethnic violence.

The UNMIK continues to make progress in
establishing the necessary structures for provi-
sional self-government in Kosovo. The KFOR
supports UNMIK at all levels, including public
administration, and is represented at the Kosovo
Transitional Council and the Joint Civil Com-
missions. Also, KFOR provides a security pres-
ence in towns, villages, and the countryside, and
organizes checkpoints and patrols in key areas
of Kosovo to provide security, protect minorities,
resolve disputes, and help instill in the commu-

nity a feeling of confidence. Finally, KFOR is
helping to provide assistance, within means and
capabilities, in the areas of humanitarian relief,
international civil police training, and the main-
tenance of civic works resources.

In November, NATO formally reviewed
KFOR’s mission, and will continue to do so
at 6-month intervals. The reviews provide a basis
for assessing current force levels, future require-
ments, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. Over time, KFOR will incre-
mentally transfer its security and policing re-
sponsibilities to the international civil adminis-
tration, local institutions, and other organiza-
tions.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I appreciate the continued support
of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Action To Implement the African
Growth and Opportunity Act
December 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a Proclamation to imple-

ment the non-textile/apparel benefits of the Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act (Title I of
Public Law 106–200) (AGOA) by expanding the
list of products eligible for duty-free treatment
under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) program when imported from beneficiary
sub-Saharan African countries.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 19. The proclamation of De-
cember 18 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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